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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY

•••

Cutting-edge renewable energy center opens
MAREC points way to future of energy
production
The Michigan Alternative and Renewable Energy Center is open for
business . With its fuel cell, solar panel and battery systems up and running , the facility powers itself independent from the grid. It is the first
facility of its kind in the world , and it is expected to be an economic
boon for West Michigan .
There was already much to be excited about in the fall of 2002 when Grand
Valley and the city of Muskegon broke ground on the center. But that was
before the blackout of 2003 put 50 million people in the dark, shining a
light on the weaknesses of the current power grid . And it was also before oil
prices surged, increasing energy costs for people around the country.
As the center opens its doors , it is pointing the way to a new direction
that would avoid such uncertainties. The center is equipped with a fuel
cell that can tum natural gas into electricity, photovoltaic cells to capture the sun's energy and a nickel metal hydride battery to store excess
energy for use later.
MAREC is a business incubator and research and development center
for alternative and renewable energy technologies. It also serves as a
major demonstration project of those technologies .

Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker

Housed at MAREC, natural gas is pumped into the Molten Carbonate
Fuel Cell at 15 p .s. i. Through a patented chemical process, hydrogen is
produced and then immediately used to create electricity.

building - the fuel cell, the photovoltaic cells, the nickel metal hydride
battery system - are fully operational and generating power. When the

see 'MAREC' on page 3

Imad Mahawili , executive director of MAREC, said components of the

Across Campus
Former Division I assistant
named head men's
basketball coach
Grand Valley named Ric Wesley, former associate head coach at Southwest Missouri State,
as its head men's basketball coach.
Wesley replaces Terry Smith, who resigned in
early March. Smith coached at GVSU for
seven years and compiled a 110-83 record.
Wesley most recently completed his fifth year
at Southwest Missouri State, including the last
year as associate head coach and primary
recruiter. Prior to SMS , Wesley served as an
assistant coach at Lamar University in Texas
and at Iowa State University.
"This is an exciting time for my family,"

GRANDVALLEY
STATE UNIVERSITY

···-----------------------Wesley said. "I
knew that
Grand Valley
State was an
ideal situation
for me from a
professional
and personal
standpoint.
Grand Valley
State has all of
the components
and elements
Ric Wesley
necessary to
build a successful program. I feel that the
university is the benchmark for Division II
institutions in terms of academic and athletic
excellence."
A native of Chesaning , Wesley graduated from
Central Michigan University.

Henry Scholar
will head to Washington
International relations student David Johnson
was named a Henry Scholar and will intern for
U.S. Rep. Pete Hoekstra this summer.
Scholars are chosen by the Paul B . Henry
Foundation , named in honor of the late congressman who served West Michigan from
1985-93 . Facilitated by Grand Valley 's
Department of Political Science, Henry
Scholars serve a summer internship in the
office of one of Michigan 's congressional representatives.
Johnson , a senior, has made the dean's list
throughout his college career.

Across Campus continues on page 2
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Across Campus
White visits with area
law enforcement officials
Grand Valley's Jonathan White was in Grand Rapids on April 20 to hold
briefings with area law enforcement officials. As executive director of the
Homeland Defense Initiative, White spoke about international terrorism ,
the Middle East and Central Asia.
White also held a news
conference with local
media members. He
fielded questions about
Iraq, Afghanistan and
the safety of America.
White told reporters
the United States has
made great strides in
the gathering and
sharing of intelligence
information since
September 11 , but the
country 's fight against
Photo by Dottie Barnes
terrorism will be a
Jonathan
White
discusses
world
affairs during
long one.
a news conference at the DeVos Center on
April 20.

White said there have
been about 300 terrorist attacks since September 11 and the United States will continue to be a
target. He said the key for change is not just through military efforts , but
through education and understanding.
White took leave as dean of Social Sciences in the spring of 2002, after
being asked by the Justice Department to conduct anti-terrorism training
for law enforcement officials across the country. He plans to return to
Grand Valley when his assignment ends.

GVSU selected for AACU Institute

Pace, associate dean of students; and Wendy Wenner, associate vice president of Academic Affairs.
The team will develop a pilot plan as part of the "Aligning Students and
Faculty Expectations" project, a joint project of Academic Affairs and
Student Services. The goal of the ASFE project is to align student and
faculty expectations with the goals of a liberal education .

Change of schedule for 'Forum'
The end of winter semester brings a change to publication of Forum.
During the spring/summer semester, Forum will be published biweekly.
The next issue will be distributed on Monday, May 10.

Student Senate elects new leaders
The Student Senate elected leaders for the 2004-05 academic year.
They are Jonathan Osborn , president; Tony Purkal , executive vice president; Josh Kahn, vice president of appropriations; Tory O' Haire, vice
president of campus affairs ; Allison Reynolds , vice president of educational affairs; Allison Kranz , vice president of multicultural affairs; Ashley
Fitzgerald, vice president of political actions; Lynae Cuddy, vice president
of public relations; Michelle Horvath, vice president of student resources .

Room renovations begin in two buildings
Facility Services will begin summer remodeling projects in Lake Huron
and Lake Michigan halls today.
In Lake Huron , rooms 205 , 101, 161 and 132 will be closed through
mid-July. Part of the renovation includes asbestos removal in room 205
from May 3-7; rooms 101 and 161 from May 10-18; and room 132 from
May 19-21.

In Lake Michigan, renovation of room 275 includes asbestos removal.
The comer of Lake Michigan surrounding 275 will be closed during
asbestos abatement; renovation will continue until June 17 .

A Grand Valley team was selected to participate in the Fourth Annual
Great Expectations Institute, held in June and sponsored by the American
Association of Colleges and Universities.

These rooms will be inaccessible during renovation . EAG, an industrial
hygiene consulting firm, will monitor the air quality.

Team members are Catherine Frerichs, director of the Faculty Teaching
and Leaming Center; psychology faculty members Donna HendersonKing and Eaaron Henderson-King; student Leah Mendoza; Susan
Mendoza-Jones , assistant director of Housing and Residential Life; Diana

Questions about either project can be directed to David Cox , safety manager, at xl3083, or Ray Vanden Berg at x13844. Confidential concerns
can also be directed to James Moyer, assistant vice president of Facility
Planning at x13820.

FORUM
Volume 28, Number 36

···------------------------Expanded agreement with Polish university

The GVSU Forum is published by the News
and Infonnation Services Office every Monday
when classes are in session and biweekly during the summer. The submission deadline is
Tuesday noon . Send publication items to
Michele Coffill , editor, c/o forum @gvsu.edu.
Telephone: 616-331-2221. Fax: 616-331-2250.
Faculty and staff members can find an online
"Sketches" submission fonn on the Web at
www.gvsu.edu/online/forum/fonn .html.
Grand Valley State University is an affmnative
action/equal opportunity institution.

Visit GVNow, Grand Valley's daily online publication, on the Web at: www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/

GVNOW

Photo by Adam Bird

Ryszard Borowiecki chancellor of the Cracow University of Economics (CUE) in
Poland, and President Mark A. Murray formalize an agreement that calls for
expanded student and faculty exchange opportunities between the universities.
Behind them is Dan Balfour, director of the School of Public and Nonprofit
Administration.
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What's Ahead
Traverse City site
graduates largest class yet
More than 100 students will receive their
degrees on April 27 as Grand Valley's largest
class yet to graduate from its Traverse City
center participates in Commencement
Ceremonies on April 27.
The ceremony takes place at 7:30 p.m. on
Tuesday, April 27 , at the Grand Traverse Resort
in Acme. President Mark A. Murray will deliver
the commencement address.

Speakers at autism
conference will focus on
support systems
Keynote speakers at the third annual Statewide
Autism Resources and Training Autism
Conference will discuss building better support
systems for students with autism.

most held in Kalamazoo. This year, the festival
will feature two events in conjunction with
GVSU's Piano Conference: a Young Artists
Recital on May 1, and a performance and master class by acclaimed Canadian pianist Angela
Hewitt on May 2.
The Piano Pedagogy Conference, held at Grand
Valley April 28-May 2, annually attracts more
than 100 piano teachers and students.
Highlights of this week's conference are a
20th/21st-century competition for young piano
students, seminars by acclaimed piano clinicians, and recitals and master classes, including
a performance by Grand Valley associate music
professor Aviram Reichert at 8 p.m. May 1 in
the Performing Arts Center. For a schedule or
more information , call the Music Department at
x13484.

Popular author helps
celebrate K-12 students

The conference is sponsored by Grand Valley 's
Autism Education Center, home of the START
Program. The START Program at GVSU was
funded by a $1 million grant from the Michigan
Department of Education to serve students with
autism by supporting their schools and parents.

It's a fun and exciting
way to honor K-12
students in West
Michigan. The annual
Spring Science and
Mathematics Update
Seminar recognizes
outstanding math or
science students. Area
teachers invite one student to accompany
them to a motivational
dinner and presentation.

Piano Conference, Gilmore
Festival collaborate on
events

The seminar is a cooperative event between
Grand Valley's School of Education, Regional
Math & Science Center, Grand Rapids Public
Schools and Smiths Aerospace.

Grand Valley's annual Piano Pedagogy
Conference, already a popular event with piano
teachers, will have an added feature this year.
The conference will be held this week in collaboration with the Gilmore International
Keyboard Festival .

"It is important to recognize the hard work
these students have done throughout the year,"
said Margo Dill, program coordinator of the
Regional Math and Science Center at Grand
Valley. "This event is meant to be a relaxing
and educational evening."

The Gilmore Festival attracts the world's keyboard masters and features hundreds of events,

The dinner will be held Wednesday, May 5, at
5:30 p.m. at the Kirkhof Center. Following the

The conference, "Building a Mosaic of Support
for Students with Autism ," will be held on
Wednesday, April 28 , at the De Vos Center.
More than 400 parents, educators and health
care providers are expected. For information,
call x 16480.

MAREC is one of 11 SmartZones

center generates more power than it can use, it will sell the excess into the
grid.

MAREC serves as an example of a distributed system using renewable energy sources. The facility was designed and is being built by Workstage LLC,
an innovative real estate development and design build firm that is part of
this integrated team working to make buildings run on eco-friendly power.
The center is equipped with a fuel cell that turns natural gas into electricity, provided by FuelCell Energy, Inc. , of Danbury, Conn . It also has photovoltaic cells manufactured by United Solar Ovonic Corp. to capture the
sun 's energy, and a nickel metal hydride battery made by COBASYS,

Schwartz, an award-winning children's author,
will present "Math + Literature = Leaming +
Fun!"
A popular speaker in schools and libraries,
Schwartz will be speaking about the excitement
of big numbers, and the connections between
numbers , science and stories . He leads students
on a fascinating journey through the world
measured in huge sums, from atoms and cells
to continents and the cosmos .

Clean air forum scheduled
The impending changes to measuring compliance with the Federal Clean Air Act will have a
profound impact on the West Michigan community in the years ahead. Grand Valley's Public
Policy Institute is holding a public forum
featuring a broad spectrum of viewpoints,
including environmental, public health , economic development, regulatory, and legislative
perspectives.
The forum will be in the Loosemore Auditorium
on Monday, May 10, from 8:30-11:45 a.m. The
event is broken into two panels.

David. M. Schwartz

The first panel, "Framing the issue from a regulatory perspective," runs from 8:40-9:50 a.m.
Speakers include John Mooney, EPA Region 5;
Vince Hellwig, Michigan Department of
Environmental Quality; U.S. Rep . Vernon J .
Ehlers; and state Sen. Patricia Birkholz.
The second panel, "Community impacts from
local perspectives," runs from 10:15-11:15 a.m.
Speakers include representatives from the West
Michigan Environmental Action Council ,
Grand Rapids Chamber of Commerce, Grand
Valley Metro Council , Consumers Power and
the public health sector.
The event is free and open to the public, but
registration is required. Visit the Continuing
Education Web site at www.gvsu .edu/ce for
more information.

···-------------------------

continued from page 1

"This is an exciting moment," Mahawili said. "Now that the MAREC
facility is operational for the first time, the vision of Grand Valley and the
city of Muskegon has arrived."

dinner, the students will move to the Louis .
Armstrong Theatre for a presentation by children 's author David. M. Schwartz.

Inc., to store excess energy from peak times for use later. It is thought to
be the first building of its kind to use all of those technologies to become
completely self-sufficient.
Mahawili hopes that eventually, instead of using natural gas , the facility
will be able to use biomass fuel converted from farm waste into methane
to power the fuel cell.
The facility will attract new energy technology businesses to the region
and provide incubator space and support to start-up companies. It will
also offer energy technology and economics seminars and training to area
businesses.
MAREC is one of 11 SmartZones created by the Michigan Economic
Development Corporation in 2001 as part of an effort to promote and
attract high technology business development in the state. Grand Valley
was the only university in the state to be granted two SmartZones - one
in Grand Rapids and one in Muskegon.
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ALENDAR OF VENTS
General Events
Arts Hotline 616-331-ARTS
Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Tues., April 27
8:30-10 a.m.: Nonprofit Executive Morning
Series , "Understanding the Life Cycle of Your
Organization." Lake Michigan Center,
Muskegon . Call x17231 for more information.

Series , "Understanding the Life Cycle of
Your Organization." Meijer Campus , Holland.
Call x 17231 for more information.
9 a.m.-4 p.m.: TIAA-CREF Individual
Counseling. 145 LMH. Call Diane Fredrick at
800-842-2044, ext 1409 to schedule an
appointment.
12 noon: Wellness Center Presentation. Final
Health Awareness Series: Step Up to Better
Health. KC, Cabins A,B,C. Call xl3659 for
more information.

Tues., May 4
12 noon: Women's Commission meeting. KC.
Call x12748 for more information.

Mon., May 10
8:30-11:45 a.m .: Grand Valley's Public Policy
Institute public forum on new ozone rules
based on the Federal Clean Air Act.
Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Call x 17180
for more information.

Wed., April 28
7:30-9 a.m.: Toastmasters International Club
weekly meeting. 142 KC. Call x12622 for
more information .
7:30 a.m .-4 p.m.: Autism Education Center hosts
the third annual Autism Conference. DEV.
Call xl6483 for more information.

3 p.m.: AWRI Seminar, "Biological remediation
of oil-contaminated water using continuous
flow aerobic system." Lake Michigan Center,
Muskegon . Call x13749 for more information.

Wed., April 28-Sun., May 2
Various times: Music Department Piano Pedagogy
Conference in collaboration with the Irving S.
Gilmore International Keyboard Festival. PAC.
Call x13484 for more information.

8:30 a.m .-3 p.m.: TIAA-CREF Individual
Counseling. 145 LMH. Call Diane Fredrick at
800-842-2044, ext 1409 to schedule an
appointment.

Thurs., April 29

9 a.m.-12 noon: Continuing Education lecture,
"Managing Generational Differences at
Work." 117 E, DEV. Call xl7180 for more
information.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
In the News
Stacy Stout , special projects coordinator, Office
of Multicultural Affairs , was interviewed by
WGVU Radio to discuss Cesar E. Chavez Day
and events at GVSU in honor of Chavez.
Kate Remlinger , associate professor of English,
was interviewed by Michigan Public Radio
about language variation and change in the
Upper Peninsula.

Sketches
WGVU won Aegis Awards for three of its productions. Aegis judging is based on a formula
which grades the various elements of production. "Gerald R. Ford -Turning 90," produced
by Mike Grass and directed by Rob Byrd, won
in the documentary category; "The Kingtones A Retrospective," written by Emily Maurin, and
produced by Rob Byrd and Phil Lane , was a
finalist in the documentary category; "Coast
Guard Festival Highlights 2003 ," produced by
Rob Byrd and written by Trevor Thomas , was a
finalist in the low budget category.
William Neal , professor of geology, presented a
poster, titled "Gabions, A Poor Design for Shore
Hardening: The Puerto Rico Experience," at the
eighth International Coastal Symposium in

Tues., April 27
3 p.m.: Baseball hosts St. Joseph College.

Fri., April 30
7:30-9 a.m.: Toastmasters International Club
weekly meeting. University Club Room,
DEV. Call xl 7337 for more information.

8:30-10 a.m.: Nonprofit Executive Morning

Sports

Sat., May 1
1 p.m.: Baseball hosts Gannon University.

Sun., May 2
12 noon: Baseball hosts Gannon University.

···-----------------------

Itapema, Brazil. He also co-chaired a session for
the "Contemporary Processes" section of the
meeting. Neal is the co-author of a book, How to
Read a North Carolina Beach: Bubble Holes ,
Barking Sands, and Rippled Runnels, which was
published by the University of North Carolina
Press .
Nancy Schoofs, associate professor of nursing,
received the Kirkhof School of Nursing Pew
Teaching Excellence Award.
Don Vanderjagt, professor of mathematics,
gave a presentation, titled "Homogeneous
Embeddings of Stratified 5-Cycles ," at the 35th
Southeastern International Conference on
Combinatorics, Graph Theory, and Computing in
Boca Raton, Florida.
Mathematics faculty members Ed Aboufadel
and Pam Wells gave a presentation, titled
"Discovering Big Ideas in Proof, Set Theory,
and Functions Using K-12 Curricular Materials,"
at the Conversations Among Colleagues:
Collaborating to Improve the Mathematical
Education of Our Students held at Grand Valley.
Mathematics faculty members Matt Boelkins,
John Golden and Clark Wells gave a presentation, titled "Who Needs Linear Algebra?" at the
Conversations Among Colleagues: Collaborating

to Improve the Mathematical Education of Our
Students.
Mathematics faculty members Char Beckmann
and Will Dickinson gave a presentation , titled
"Enhancing Euclidean Geometry," at the
Conversations Among Colleagues: Collaborating
to Improve the Mathematical Education of Our
Students.
Mathematics faculty members David Coffey,
Karen Novotny and Akalu Tefera , assistant
professor of mathematics , gave a presentation,
titled "Enhancing Discrete Mathematics," at the
Conversations Among Colleagues: Collaborating
to Improve the Mathematical Education of Our
Students.
Mathematics faculty members Esther Billings,
Karen Novotny and Steve Schlicker gave a
presentation, titled "Enhancing Abstract
Algebra," at the Conversations Among
Colleagues: Collaborating to Improve the
Mathematical Education of Our Students .
Jon Hodge, assistant professor of mathematics ,
received a grant from the Educational
Advancement Foundation to develop instructional materials for MTH 330: The Mathematics of
Voting and Elections.

